
Many of you were involved in the touching story of a young boy from Ireland called Gavin “SuperGav” Glynn who trav-
elled to Houston from Ireland in 2014 to receive treatment for a rare form of cancer.  For those that weren’t, he was an
inspirational young man that endured so much in such a short period of time, yet met it head on like the Superhero he
was and always greeted everyone with a smile and brought joy to those that were around him.  Unfortunately, he lost his
fight, but through his family, who created The Gavin Glynn Foundation, his superpowers continue to support many chil-
dren in similar situations around Ireland who seek treatment in different parts of the world.  All monies raised by the
foundation support the travel and accommodation costs for those children battling rare forms of cancer, and that is why
we are writing to you today.  We have a special request for your support for a young lady from Ireland who has an ex-
tremely rare form of cancer.  After the age of 5, only 1 in 6 million are diagnosed with this rare condition.  As the leader
in cancer care, Houston is the only place that has a realistic chance of helping this young lady get back to full health. As
she is resident in Ireland, she is not covered by any medical insurance, and therefore, needs to fund the treatment herself.
Her family and friends have done a phenomenal job in raising funds to date, successfully raising $80k in less than one
year.  This helped pay for the first trip to Houston and is going towards the upcoming trip.  However, there are only lim-
ited funds available in their local community, hence this request today….
Below is a brief history of Shauntelle Tynan’s story, as sent to us from her lovely Mum, Leona Tynan prior to their first
visit to Houston:
“Shan is a 17 year old teen, in May 2015 at 16 years old after two years of being unwell and after 20+ misdiagnosis we
travelled to hospital as Shan was extremely unwell and in a lot of pain with severe skin lesions in different parts of her
body after seeing numerous consultants from Gynae to Dermatologists who were all baffled at what could be wrong it
was decided to biopsy the lesions. A couple of days later the results were in Shan had an extremely rare form of an au-
toimmune cancer Histiocytosis X. We were devastated.  I searched everywhere for a specialist and could only find one! A
world expert with a Histiocytosis research center in Texas Children's Hospital. Dr. Kenneth Mc Clain. I reached out to
him with Shans story and copies of her medical records and received a response within two hours. He recommended a
chemotherapy regime and asked that our oncologist contact him as soon as possible.  He then told them that the chemo
protocol they were commencing was not what he would recommend and told them that he felt the best front line ther-
apy would be Cytarabine 5 consecutive days in every 21 for a period of 12 months he also recommended she be re-
ferred to an expert endocrinologist for further testing. Our doctors were happy to follow his protocol and in August
Shan started Cytarabine. She was then referred to the best endocrinologist in Ireland where further testing confirmed
numerous hormone deficiencies. She would need hormone replacement for DI desmopresdin,  growth hormones, corti-
sol, oestrogen as her body had shocked to a menopausal state. She was also showing signs of neuro degenerative disease
with hand tremors, balance issues, muscle pain and spasms and her sight was being affected. We were in a state of shock
and had no idea that she was so severely affected. If we couldn't get treatment right she would continue to degenerate
which could affect her ability to walk, talk, swallow and concentrate. We will need to return approx 8 weeks after her ini-
tial consult and then regularly over the next 12 months with no idea of what the total costings will be only a rough esti-
mation for the first trip as we will find out what further testing she will need on first day of consults and then hopefully it
will drop to between $20-$30k per trip. This is our only hope of stabilizing Shan’s future and hopefully taking away the
chance of future relapses so we will do everything in our power to make sure she can continue to receive the care she
needs and deserves. No 17 year old should have to go through this and constantly fear relapse.
Thankfully John Glynn of the Gavin Glynn Foundation learned of our fight and stepped in to help and support us in any
way he can and paid for all our accommodation needs for our March trip and linked us in with everyone he knew in
Houston which has been a god send and we will never be able to show our gratitude for all they have done for us.”
Shan, her mother Leona and partner Garth will be travelling to Texas on June 3rd.  They still don't have the full break-
down of the medical costs, but it is looking like $70k and they have raised about $25k so far.   They are pushing every-
thing they can at the moment hoping to raise the funds in the coming 4 weeks. They will know more specifics soon, but
they need as much help as they can get to help raise these much needed funds.
There is more information regarding Shan’s story through her facebook link and also The Gavin Glynn Foundation link:

https://www.facebook.com/Histiocytosis-x-journey-for-Shan-Histio-Warrior-teamshanhw-
858392617568280/

http://thegavinglynnfoundation.ie/shauntelle-tynan/

Attached is a link for those that want to donate towards this worthy cause, you will be making a genuine difference and
Shan and her family will be eternally grateful:    https://www.youcaring.com/shauntelle-tynan-564749


